
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Caroline Pryor       

Department: Curriculum and Instruction   Phone Number: (618) 650-3439 

E-mail Address: capryor@siue.edu                 Campus Box: 1122 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [X] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  9 
(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes 

  If yes, in which course?     CI 568 Independent Study 

  If yes, for how many credit hours?       1-3 hours 

 

Location of research/creative activities: Online and in FH 1337 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This research regards intra-class correlational processes to validate participants’ evaluation of two sets of lesson 

plans, emanating from the intervention: "Integrating STEM into the Social Studies." In fall 2013 this research 

produced two data sets, representing two intervention levels, low intervention use and high intervention use. 

Preliminary evaluation of these two sets has produced ranking of these lesson plans as high, average or low use of 

the intervention. However, a broader participant pool was needed to validate the plan rankings and interviews are 

needed to determine the rationale for scored rankings.  

NEW FOR SPRING 2015 STUDENT: 

This third set of data is scheduled to be collected in November 2014.  

A final analysis of these LESSON PLAN data (comparison of lesson plan rankings-by high and low intervention) is 

scheduled for this proposed project.  

TO AUGMENT THIS PROJECT OUTCOME: 

A second set of data collected is participants' response on a quantitative instrument--Attitude-Belief & Intentions 

scores. These will be analyzed by high-low intervention and coordinated with the Lesson Plan ranking data. The 

findings are expected to be submitted, with an UGRCA student as a ms for consideration for publication. 

Preliminary findings have been accepted for presentation at the upcoming AERA 2015 conference.  

SUSTAINABILITY: 

This research is the first, long-term ( a 3 year study) of the potential for the social studies to portray the richness of 

its field (e.g., geography, economics) in contributing to a longer-systemic knowledge base to enhance pre-service 

teacher knowledge and capacity to educate K-9 students in the STEM disciplines. The broad range of subjects taught 

in the social studies, aligned with the global importance of sustaining and enhancing STEM education (see National 

Research Council, 2011) is important--but less explored in the literature. Early suggestion for sustainability are 

found in Pryor & Kang, 2013--in which they explore course interventions such as geomathematics.  

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
The URCA student will work along with the researcher to use the constant comparative analysis processes of Strauss 

& Fleiss, 1997-1990 to analyze the third, and last set of lesson plan data. The first step in the student research 



responsibility will be the high-low intervention data with the participant scored rankings. This process allows for an 

intra-class correlation for target products such as analysis of lesson plans by intervention level. Professor Pryor will 

work closely with this student to provide guidance and a rich learning experience.  

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 
In spring 2015, this student will be able to: 

   1. demonstrate skill in analysis of STEM-Social Studies lesson plan integration  

   2. enter scored data into an Excel spreadsheet 

   3. review preliminary literature on STEM-Social Studies integration 

   4. Compose preliminary text for limited sections of a journal article draft 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

N/A 

 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation? N/A  

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 
Admitted to the School of Education, if possible, OR interest in admittance. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

This student should have basic knowledge and experience in working with Excel spreadsheets and a working 

knowledge of educational theory and lesson plans, also a willingness to work with data sets and learn basic data 

entry 

 

 

 


